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by a single race speaking the same language and having the same customs,
but this is far from easy.
Large cities are relatively scarce in the Danubian and Balkan countries,
as is natural where most of the people are agricultural and comparative
poverty is the rule. Budapest, with more than a million people is the
only really large city of more than 200,000 people in Hungary, and there
is only one other with more than 100,000. Bucharest in Rumania, with
650,000, is also the only large city there, in spite of a population of
20 million. The next largest Rumanian cities—six of them—have popula-
tions of only about 100,000. In Yugoslavia Belgrad has less than 300,000
people, and only two other cities go above 100,000, although the country
has a population of more than 14,000,000. The three capitals that have
just been named are located on or near the Danube River, which shows
the importance of that river and its valley.
In Bulgaria, too, there is no great development of cities. Sophia,
the capital, has less than 400,000 people, and only one other city has
100,000. In Turkey the great city of Constantinople, with three quarters
of a million people, is too large for the scanty bit of Europe which goes
with it. Istanbul, to use the official name, seems to have all the qualifica-
tions for the capital of a large country lying partly in Europe and partly
in Asia. In Greece the cities seem to fit the country comparatively well,
for with 6l/i million people there is one city, Athens, which has half
a million people when its port of Piraeus is included, and another,
Salonika, in the north, with a quarter of a million. A third of the Greeks
live in cities. The other Balkan countries show much lower percentages.
For the Balkan countries as a whole, however, the great problem is not
to build large cities, but to adjust their many languages and nationalities,
and their political boundaries to their chaos of mountains, valleys, and
plains.
Italy
The structure and problems of Italy seem simple in comparison with
those of the Balkan countries. Bounded on the north by the high Alps
and on the'south by the Apennines, the basin of the Po River forms the
most valuable part of Italy. There agriculture rises to a high level on a
fertile plain, while great cities represent other types of human activity.
There we find the only part of Italy in which the railway net (A568)
has a density like that of England, France, and Germany. There, too,
Turin and Milan are the great industrial cities of Italy. This is partly
because they can get water power from the-Alps, but mainly because
industrial cities always tend to develop in cool climates more than in
those that are warm. Farther east in the Po Basin, Bologna and Venice,

